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Back in Black!  Britain’s Excite Rallye Raid Team takes delivery of the new Desert Warrior 3

Poole-based Excite Rallye Raid Team driver and team Principal John Hardy recently took delivery of the new Desert Warrior 3 off-road race car in satin black, just ahead of Bonfire Night.  There were certainly fireworks as the team put the new car through its paces during a 2-day shakedown in Holland over the weekend.

Initial feedback was all very positive, ranging from comments of “she’s beautiful” to “what a beast!”

John Hardy said: "I’m really pleased with the new car.  Sometimes manufacturers lose something between the initial concept and the real-world, finished version.  Not this time!  The vehicle has a real presence.  It’s very well put-together, it’s strong and it’s rugged.  And it looks the business!  The thought and attention to detail in the design is mind-blowing: all the dials are at eye level, all the switches are where they need to be and the space in the cockpit will be critical as we’ll be spending hours strapped in!  In the hands of someone like Martin Rowe, it’s potentially a race-winning vehicle.  Now the whole Excite team is itching to get racing and prove to the world that Britain still produces championship-winning cars and world-class drivers!”

David Jones, Excite Rallye Raid's team manager, said: “Things may have been a little quiet for the team for a while as the new vehicle was under development, but with this fantastic car now in our armoury, we’re definitely back and ready to make a lot of noise!  Congratulations to RaBe Race Cars for producing such a stunning piece of automotive engineering!”

Mike Jones of RaBe Race Cars (manufacturer of the Desert Warrior 3), said: “The Desert Warrior 3 is designed to meet the new T3 FIA regulations.  Therefore, it must run an engine from a car eligible for homologation as a T2 production car for FIA Rally Raid events.  It runs a 3 litre twin turbo diesel capable of 350 BHP when unrestricted.  The engine is all alloy and weighs an amazing 135kg.  This is mated to a 6-speed sequential box.  The car has a bespoke chassis made from T45 tubes, all designed in-house and tested over the last three Dakars.  The car is built with comfort in mind, although not quite the comfort of something like a road-going Range Rover Sport or Evoque.  It is very roomy, even for big people, as fatigue can be a killer on the Dakar.  The fuel tank is 260 litres, which gives us a range of 1,200 kilometres.  The Dakar organisers specify 880 kilometres, but we know the Dakar and sometimes you drive much further than people believe is possible in one day, especially off road!  We have worked hard to get the handling and reliability perfect but also keeping fantastic dune-driving ability, which is all too easily lost when designing such cars.  Just about everything on the car is bespoke, but of the OEM parts we do use, a very high proportion are from Land Rover.  It took Volkswagen hundreds of millions of Euros and 5 years to win the Dakar, but being British we will do things our own way.  Mark my words: we have produced a winning car!”

Excite Rallye Raid Team has secured a certain amount of financial backing, but is still keen to bring on board a title sponsor.

- ENDS -


Editor's notes:

The Desert Warrior 3
RaBe Race Cars Desert Warrior 3 (manufacturer’s designation D4 WN5)
- Built for the FIA T3 world championship

Technical specifications:
Engine:


Diesel 3.0 litre   275 Hp / 850 Nm with FIA restrictor.
Transmission:

6-speed sequential gearbox.
Dampers:

8 x Reiger coilovers.
Wheels:

16” Compomotive Atacama Rally Raid wheels.
Tyres:


BF Goodrich Desert Race G series.
Fuel Tank:

260 Litres.
Length:


3.8 m.
Width:


2.0 m.
Height:


1.9 m.
Wheel Base:

2.8 m.
Weight:


1,900 Kg.

Special features:
CCV (Corner Control Valve).  This is a Reiger patented system which detects whether you are on a straight or in a corner.  In a corner it makes the compression damping of the outer wheel stiffer so that you have less roll.  This allows you to run a softer anti-roll bar or even no anti roll bar because this system does take over a part of the anti-roll bar function.

RCV (Rebound Control Valve) This system is developed to gain more grip.  It detects if the wheels are on the ground or not.  If not, it softens the rebound damping so that the wheel drops quicker.

LCV (Lateral Control Valve) This Reiger-patented system detects, during compression, if this compression is caused by the wheel that is going up or the chassis that is going down.  If the chassis is going down, because for instance you jump into a hole, it further stiffens the compression damping.  This allows you to run a softer, more comfortable basic damper setup.

HPDP (Hydraulic Progressive Double Piston) This is a double piston system with a damper that has a speed-dependant characteristic.  On an impact with high damper speed, the double piston damping will be stiffer than with a low damper speed.  The double piston comes in earlier with a high damper speed than with a low damper speed.

Excite Rallye Raid Team
Poole-based Excite Rallye Raid is an all-professional, all-British Dakar Rally team aiming to enter the 2013 FIA Off Road Rally Championship.  The team has spent several years planning to take on the gruelling Dakar Rally in 2014.

For 2013 and 2014, the team aims to start with a single vehicle but build up to running 3 vehicles, all specially-commissioned from RaBe Race Cars, driven by Martin Rowe, John Hardy and Andrew Coley.

The team combines world-class drivers with an experienced management, marketing and support crew, working with the tough and reliable RaBe Race Cars vehicle to fly the flag for Great Britain in the spirit of all the great British explorers and adventurers from history.

The Excite team’s preparations and training programme are now starting to peak and running in parallel with this, the team’s business arm is currently in partnership talks with several global brands about title sponsorship of the team.  For obvious reasons, the team would love to be backed by a British sponsor to round off the all-British package.

The Dakar Rally
The Dakar Rally is internationally recognised as the world’s most challenging motorsport event, followed by millions globally on TV and throughout the media.  On the event, hundreds of competitors cover in excess of 9,000 km in 14 days over some of the most hostile environmental conditions found anywhere in the world.  Many of the leading vehicle manufacturers enter the event as it is a unique opportunity to market their products to a global audience. Equally, a large number of entries come from private, entrepreneurial teams who are driven to compete in this prestigious event.

Excite’s Driver profiles

Martin Rowe
Ex British, Chinese and World Rally Championship winning driver, Martin Rowe, brings a wealth of success and experience only comparable to a few other ‘works’ FIA Off Road Championship/Dakar teams.  Martin’s list of achievements is impressive, with works drives for Peugeot, Renault, Ford and Porsche. Testing and development roles within both the Ford and Subaru works teams add to his profile.

Career highlights:
1991 Manx Stage Rally Champion
1992 British 1.6 Peugeot Challenge Champion
1994 British Gp N Champion
1998 British Rally Champion
2001 British Formula Rally Champion
2002 6th World Production cup
2003 World Production Cup Champion
2004 Driver coaching/various testing roles
2005 Drove in 4 rounds of the China Rally Championship winning 2 rounds with Team KST Ralliart China.
2006 Chinese Rally Champions with Team KST Ralliart China.
Represented Porsche Cars GB in the Transsyberia Rallye.
2011 / 2012 / 2013 / 2014 Representing Excite Rallye Raid Team.

Andrew Coley
A National champion rally driver, Andrew has experience on tar, gravel, snow, ice and sand dunes!  Andrew has over ten years’ experience in the motorsport industry, providing TV Commentary and presenting on major international channels / motorsport events including Eurosport (Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), The Race of Champions, Asian Le Mans Series and FiA European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) and Rally Raid amongst others) and Superleague Formula.  He has hosted and presented at events on behalf of several major vehicle manufacturers and has acted as Sponsor Host for the SEAT team in the British Touring Car Championship.  In addition, he has provided specialised vehicle product training for the car industry and worked on industry DVDs.

Career highlights
1998 Started rallying, participating in 3 events, with 3 mechanical retirements!  (He knew nothing about cars but learnt fast!).
1999 Won SE region tar championship 1600 class.
2000 Selected by the UK MSA to be one of 20 young drivers on the ‘Fit to be Champion’ scheme (the first MSA elite scheme) and also entered the Roger Clark Award.
2001 Roger Clark Award manager Richard Stoodley secured Andrew a drive with 22 Motorsport (meeting John Hardy on the same team) in the ANCRO National Championship.  Andrew finished 2nd in class A7 at the end of his first year in forests.
2002 - 2004 testing for 22 Motorsport, working as a motorsport instructor.
2005 Andrew was selected from 200 European entries to represent the UK in the final 10, for the Dakar Challenge, a competition run by Eurosport, NISMO and BFGoodrich to win a drive on the Dakar Rally.  The Semi finals were held at Clermont Ferrand in France, Michelin’s test venue. Made the final 5, knocking out JWRC regulars, despite not competing for several years.  Final was in Morocco, where Andrew finished a very close 2nd to the Ford WRC team’s test driver.  Stayed in Morocco for a week to complete NISMO’s Dakar training programme and was appointed reserve driver for Dakar 2006.
2007 Andrew could resist the draw of rallying no more, bought a 206 Cup Car, returned to the forests and entered 2 events to get back up to speed.
2008 Entered the MSA National Gravel Rally Championship and won class A6 after a season long battle with a Super1600 car.
2009 Change of career from motorsport instruction to motorsport commentary and TV / event presenting.  Currently commentating on IRC Rally and Superleague Formula.  Andrew has featured on ESPN, Eurosport, Motors and Bloomberg as a commentator.  He has also appeared on BBC3, GMTV, Channel 5, Sky Sports and Eurosport during his rally career.
2011 / 2012 / 2013 / 2014 Representing Excite Rallye Raid Team.

John Hardy
With over 20 years’ British National Rally Championship experience behind him, John Hardy will provide reliable and highly important support to both Martin and Andrew, while being equally competitive.  John has also spent many years working as a rally driving instructor, helping many British Championship drivers with car setup and driver training.

Career Highlights
1988 John took part in his first Rally as a co-driver at Festival Rally Exeter, aged 16.
1989 1st National event as co-driver in the Mazda Winter Rally.
1991 Started driving Auto cross and Rally.
1993 1st National Rally as a Driver.
1994 ACSMC Rounds – John achieved a number of top 3 finishes in class.
1999 Testing in EVO 6 for K sport and ACSMC Events.
2000 Landed a drive with K-Sport on Rallye Sunseeker in a Evo 6.  This was John’s first rally in 4wd turbo car.  John’s co-driver was a journalist.  John was placed 19th overall.
2001  Drove for 22 Motorsport in a Seat Cupra Sport, with Andrew Coley as team mate.
2003 British National Rally Championship competitor.  Came 3rd in class in the championship.  Worked at a rally school.
2004 Competed in several National rallies and worked at the rally school at Castle Combe.
2005 Drove the 2CR FM rally car with a DJ as co-driver.
2006 Started thinking about doing the Dakar and established Excite team, recruiting a solid core of drivers, co-drivers, motorsport mechanics and support staff.
2009 Worked with TV guys on Rallye Sunseeker.
2010 / 2011 / 2012 Representing Excite Rallye Raid.
7th – 13th July, 2012 Represented Excite Rallye Raid on the Silk Way Rally.
2013 / 2014 Representing Excite Rallye Raid Team.

Contact – Dean Faulkner – dean@imlsportsmarketing.com or +44 (0) 7841 974376
